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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF DONALD W. LEMKA 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today we 
commemorate the life and service of Super-
visory Special Agent Donald W. Lemka (Don) 
who passed away at the young age of 41 late 
last year after a valiant battle with cancer. He 
is survived by his wife, Tracey, and daughter, 
Madison Bridges. 

Don served his country in the U.S. Marine 
Corps where his assignments included work 
on Marine One as Crew Chief and at three 
U.S. embassies. He then continued his service 
to our country as a special agent at the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation. Don’s first office 
assignment was at the San Antonio Field Of-
fice’s Resident Agency in Austin, Texas, 
where he worked until 2015. 

Given the confidential nature of his work, 
many of his accomplishments cannot be made 
public. The people of South and Central Texas 
are more secure today because of honorable 
Americans like Don who protect them from 
global and domestic threats they are often not 
aware of. We owe Don a debt of gratitude for 
a life well lived in service to his country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 83RD ANNUAL 
FLORIDA STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the 83rd Annual Florida Strawberry Festival in 
Plant City, Florida, an important celebration in 
my district. 

Plant City, Florida, is recognized as the 
Winter Strawberry Capital of the World, and 
the state of Florida is the second largest 
strawberry producing state in the United 
States, with more than 10,000 acres of straw-
berries planted annually. 

The Florida Strawberry Festival serves to 
bring the community together to celebrate the 
agricultural and historical legacy of the Florida 
strawberry. The festival is scheduled to take 
place over eleven days this year, and has pro-
vided family-friendly fun since 1930 and wel-
comes over 500,000 visitors from across the 
country to enjoy musical concerts, agricultural 
exhibits, parades, youth developmental pro-
grams, other forms of entertainment, and deli-
cious strawberry treats. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize 
this treasured community tradition that has 
brought together countless participants, volun-
teers, and sponsors. I thank all of those who 
have given their time and resources to make 
the Florida Strawberry Festival such a cher-
ished tradition in our community. 

OATH OF CITIZENSHIP ON MARCH 
9, 2018 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure and sincerity that I take this 
time to congratulate twenty-five individuals 
who will take their oaths of citizenship on 
March 9, 2018. This memorable occasion will 
be held at the United States Courthouse and 
Federal Building in Hammond, Indiana. 

America is a country founded by immi-
grants. From its beginning, settlers have come 
from countries around the world to the United 
States in search of better lives for their fami-
lies. Oath ceremonies are a shining example 
of what is so great about the United States of 
America—that people from all over the world 
can come together and unite as members of 
a free, democratic nation. These individuals 
realize that nowhere else in the world offers a 
better opportunity for success than here in 
America. 

On March 9, 2018, the following people, 
representing many nations throughout the 
world, will take their oaths of citizenship in 
Hammond, Indiana: Domingo Virruete, Berna-
dette Augustynski, Haroldas Vysniauskas, 
Jose Otoniel Campos, Maria Georgina Rivera, 
Jorge Robles, Humberto Morales Jr., 
Ernestina Caro, Omar Awad Sobih, Maria 
Francisca Aguliar, Katie Rizhkov, Haneen Mo-
hammad Al-Zeer, Rania Shwqi Abudayyeh, 
Christine Nasr Mousa, Tannya Marisa 
Viramontes, Paul Alejandro Beltran, Jimmy 
Trang, Lissette Jesus Sayan Thompson, 
George Gonzalez, Luis Alberto Salazar, Ana 
M. Ramirez, Hina Naz Chaudhry, Beth Wanjiru 
Kavolu, Said Saad, and Karoline R. Stiglich. 

Although each individual has sought to be-
come a citizen of the United States for his or 
her own reasons, be it for education, occupa-
tion, or to offer their loved ones better lives, 
each is inspired by the fact that the United 
States of America is, as Abraham Lincoln de-
scribed it, a country ‘‘. . . of the people, by the 
people, and for the people.’’ They realize that 
the United States is truly a free nation. By 
seeking American citizenship, they have made 
the decision that they want to live in a place 
where, as guaranteed by the First Amendment 
of the Constitution, they can practice religion 
as they choose, speak their minds without fear 
of punishment, and assemble in peaceful pro-
test should they choose to do so. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully ask you and my 
other distinguished colleagues to join me in 
congratulating these individuals who will be-
come citizens of the United States of America 
on March 9, 2018. They, too, are American 
citizens, guaranteed the inalienable rights to 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We, 
as a free and democratic nation, congratulate 
them and welcome them. 

RECOGNIZING NACDS RXIMPACT 
DAY 

HON. MARKWAYNE MULLIN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 5, 2018 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the Tenth Annual NACDS RxIMPACT 
Day on Capitol Hill. This is a special day 
where we will have the chance to recognize 
pharmacy’s many contributions to the Amer-
ican health care system. 

Organized by the National Association of 
Chain Drug Stores (NACDS) for the past dec-
ade, this event will take place March 7–8, 
2018. This year alone, more than 400 individ-
uals from the pharmacy community—including 
practicing pharmacists, pharmacy school fac-
ulty and students, state pharmacy association 
representatives and pharmacy company lead-
ers—will visit us here on Capitol Hill. Advo-
cates from all 50 states will share their views 
with us about the importance of supporting 
their access agenda—legislative priorities that 
will ensure that our constituents will continue 
to have access to more than 40,000 commu-
nity and neighborhood pharmacies across the 
country and be better able to utilize phar-
macists to improve health care quality while 
reducing the cost of care. 

Patients have always relied on their local 
pharmacist to meet their health care needs 
and we as policymakers know our local phar-
macists to be important community leaders. 
They are trusted, highly accessible health care 
providers deeply committed to providing high 
quality, convenient, and efficient health care 
services. 

As demand for health care services con-
tinues to grow, pharmacists have expanded 
their role in health care delivery, partnering 
with physicians, nurses and other health care 
providers to meet their patients’ needs. Inno-
vative services provided by pharmacists do 
even more to improve overall patient health 
and wellness. 

Pharmacists are highly valued by those that 
rely on them most—those in rural and under-
served areas, as well as older Americans, and 
those struggling to manage chronic diseases. 
Pharmacy services improve patients’ quality of 
life as well as health care affordability. By 
helping patients take their medications effec-
tively and providing preventive services, phar-
macists help avoid more costly forms of care. 
Pharmacists also help patients identify strate-
gies to save money, such as through better 
understanding of their pharmacy benefits, 
using generic medications, and obtaining 90- 
day supplies of prescription drugs from local 
pharmacies. 

Pharmacists are the nation’s most acces-
sible health care providers. In many commu-
nities, especially in rural areas, the local phar-
macist is a patient’s most direct link to health 
care. Utilizing their specialized education, 
pharmacists play a major role in medication 
therapy management, disease-state manage-
ment, immunizations, health care screenings, 
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